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Nine things you can do to help stop puppy mills

1. Join the Puppies Aren’t Products Coalition:
It's free, fast, and you will become part of Best
Friends Animal Society’s campaign to stop
puppy mills and increase pet adoptions. To
join, go to network.bestfriends.org/truth.

2. Speak up to the public:

Write letters to the editor about puppy

mills, breeders who keep their animals in
unacceptable conditions. Note how many ads
for dogs, puppies, kittens and other animals
there are in the paper’s classified section, while
shelters overflow with unwanted pets. The
Doris Day Animal League has a good guide for
what to write and how to submit letters here:
http://www.ddal.org/puppymills/action

3. Decrease demand for puppies:

We understand you may have your heart

set on a puppy, or a particular breed. Don’t
encourage puppy mills puppy mills by buying
pets in stores! We guarantee that your next
perfect is waiting for you at one of the
thousands of shelters or rescue groups across
the country—and they're not hard to find if
you take the time to look responsibly. First,
visit your local shelter. If you don't find the
right pet there, rescue from online at
www.petfinder.com.

One can also find a dog by contacting a local
breed rescue organization by searching www.
google.com. Enter a city or state, the breed
you are looking for, and the word “rescue.”
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4. Tired of pet stores in your community?
Let them (and potential customers) know:
For information on how to hold a peaceful
rally in front of a pet store, go to:
network.bestfriends.org/truth

5. Wear your opinion on your shirt:
Do you agree that puppies aren’t products to
be manufactured in America’s puppy mills and

sold in stores like inventory? N—7
Say so! To order a “Puppies b e
Aren’t Products” shirt, go to ‘:;'eﬁ:’t"’-‘
www.cafepress.com/bfnetwork. products

All proceeds go to Best Friends'
puppy mill campaign.
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6. Know the laws:

Commercial dog breeders who sell wholesale
(usually direct to pet stores) must be licensed
and inspected by the USDA. Commercial
breeders who sell direct to the public (via the
Internet and classified ads) do not need to be
licensed or inspected unless their state, county
or city requires it. Additionally, many states
have “Lemon Laws" for the sale of pets; they
aim to protect consumers from purchasing
sick animals. For a comprehensive list of your
state’s dog laws, including breeder license and
lemon law information, go to Michigan State
University’s Animal Legal & Historical Center
website: www.animallaw.info

7. Support legislation that regulates and
reduces breeding of animals.

Several websites are available to help people
stay updated on legislation for all animal
issues, including breeding:

Animal Legal Defense Fund:
www.aldf.org

Animal Welfare Institute:
http://www.awionline.org/legislation

Humane Society of the United States:
http://www.hsus.org/legislation_laws

International Institute for Animal Law:
www.animallaw.com

8. Don't give up:

Individuals and organizations have been
fighting against puppy mills and bad pet
breeders for decades. Thing won't change
overnight, but each little change makes

a big difference. Even just educating one
person about puppy mills, encouraging them
to adopt rather than buy pets, is a great
accomplishment.

9. Donate to the Puppies Aren’t Products
Campaign:

100% of your donation will be used to fight
puppy mills, and to give former puppy mill
dogs a chance to have what all dogs deserve:
safety, good care, happiness, and love from a
family of her own.
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